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Presidentôs Message 

 
     As I walk or ride through Cranbury, I am happy to see 

residents and visitors enjoying our town. I often notice 

photographers capturing the natural beauty of our sur-

roundings and restored historic buildings. I see people 

taking walks or visiting local businesses. I find notices of 

current and coming events that show that our town offers 

many opportunities to participate. I see homes displaying 

the new Cranbury Township flag, and I feel proud that I 

live in Cranbury and thankful to those who have given 

their time and talent to make it the beautiful and unique 

place it is today. 

 

     Cranbury Historical and Preservation Society has con-

tributed much to Cranbury and provides ways to be in-

volved such as being a docent or an inspector at the Mu-

seum; helping at the History Center; watching the re-

erection of the Parsonage Barn this summer; being a 

member of the Nominating Committee; working on the 

grounds at the Museum; visiting or helping at our sale 

table on Cranbury Day; attending Society-sponsored pro-

grams; serving on the CHPS board or on a committee; 

enjoying and being a part of Museum exhibits; helping 

with and supporting fundraisers and much more. I hope 

you are able to take advantage of what Cranbury and 

CHPS have to offer by being involved in their programs, 

activities and projects. 

 

Have a safe and happy summer! 

 

    Audrey Smith, President                          

 

Celebrating our Nationôs Independence 

Now...and Then 

 Weôre looking forward to the July 5th fire-

works celebration, featuring the Mercer County Sym-

phonic Band, which will begin their performance at 

6:30 pm at the gazebo in Village Park. Itôs a great 

night to bring a picnic to the park, enjoy the music, 

then the fireworks display! 

   Mia Lindberg  & 

   Michelle Newman-Dickey,  

   Vice Presidents 

 

In 1898, the Cranbury Press reported on the festivi-

ties planned for July 4th... 

Attractions for the 4th 

The 4th of July promises to be a lively day in Cran-

bury and vicinity the one thing now needful being 

clear weather. In the afternoon there will be some 

fine trotting and pacing at the Cranbury and Hights-

town Driving Park. There will be three classes of 

speed; heats, best two in three. The winner will re-

ceive a blanket, the second will be a whip and the 

third a season ticket for the use of the track. There 

will be a refreshment stand on the grounds and good 

order will be maintained. Admission 25 cents, car-

riages admitted free. The proceeds will be for the rent 

and expense of the track. Trotting begins at 1 oôclock. 

In the Evening, The Daughters of Liberty and Jr O. 

U. A. M. will provide entertainment at the Odd Fel-

lows Hall. There will be speaking at 4 oôclock by 

prominent men of state. A good supper and refresh-

ments will be served. Supper tickets, 25 cents. Good-

winôs Band will furnish music and in the evening 

fireworks will complete a nicely arranged celebration. 

 



George Washington in Cranbury 

The Road to the Battle of Monmouth 

 

The second edition of George Washington in 

Cranbury, the Road to the Battle of Monmouth 

by John Whiteclay Chambers II is available at 

the History Center and Museum for $12.95. 

The 62-page edition has been updated and ex-

panded and includes illustrations and docu-

ments.  All proceeds from the sale of this publi-

cation will benefit the Cranbury Historical and 

Preservation Society. 

 

Volunteerism: 

the Lifeblood of the CHPS! 

 

 Ginny Swanagan reports that in 2008 

470 volunteer hours were recorded at the 

History Center and 453 hours in 2009. 

There were other hours generously donated 

by the team of Princeton High School 

sophomores mentored by Tim Beach, which 

account for several hundred more hours, as 

the students are required to work 50 hours 

of community service! We thank all these 

workers, members and non-members, who 

help to keep our History Center up to date! 

 
     Parsonage Barn Update 

  

 This summer, the Parsonage Barn will be re-

erected at the Barn Park on Cranbury Neck Road. 

When the NJ Barn Company repaired the timbers of 

the barn, they discovered that the barn may be older 

than 1770. In May, Kaiser Building Co., was 

awarded the building contract. The NJ Barn Com-

pany will re-erect the historic timbers. This CHPS 

project is under the capable leadership of Mark Ber-

kowsky and Bill Bunting, in cooperation with Cran-

bury Township.   

 

 

New Sale Items 

 

 There are some new items for sale at the 

History Center and Museum. The Township Com-

mittee approved a flag design, generated by the 

CHPS, and made it the official Cranbury Township 

flag. The 2ôx3ô flag, features the Cranbury Town-

ship seal on a cranberry background, and can be 

purchased for $50.00.  A wooden ornament with a 

painting of the Museum by artist Nadine Ber-

kowsky is available for $15; a wooden serving tray 

featuring Nadineôs painting of the Museum is 

$30.00; and a canvas bookmark with a painting of 

Cranbury Main Street by Wilma Shimer is available 

for $3.50.  Enviorsax bags, screen-printed from a 

photograph of Town Hall by David Nissen, are on 

sale for $12.00 each.  

Cranbury Students  Test Their 

Knowledge of Historic Cranbury 

 
 In May, at the Cranbury Schoolôs Drug Free 

Fair, the Historical Society distributed some 175 

quiz booklets designed to help our young citizens 

explore our town and learn more of its history.  On 

Memorial Day weekend,  three winners were drawn 

from among those returned with correct answers.  

The winners were:  Emily Ellsworth, RJ Smithers 

and Cole Toto.  Each won $10 from the Society.  

Author John W. Chambers II and Society President Audrey 

Smith welcome visitors to the History Center on Memorial 

Day, where Dr. Chambers signed copies of his second edi-

tion of George Washington in Cranbury. 



Candlewick Glass  

On Exhibit at the Cranbury Museum until 6/27/10  

 

Candlewick glass was made by the Imperial Glass Corporation, which was one of the largest and 

finest of all the great hand -made glass houses.  Located in Bellaire, Ohio, Imperial Glass produced 

some of the most elegant hand -crafted glassware in the country.  The glassware is highly prized and 

collected today, due to the craftsmanship, quality and diversity of styles of glassware offered.  The 

Candlewick line is a very popular pattern, with small glass balls incorporated in the decoration.  The 

glass came in a variety of colors, including clear, blue, pink, yellow, green, and carmel.  The Turners 

have put their extensive collection on display at the Cranbury Museum through June.  Come see 

the variety of beautiful glassware available in this pattern, including the rare banana boat.  

 

The handmade glass industry was booming in the Ohio River Valley area at the turn of the century.  

In early 1904 the Imperial Glass Corporation began production of a wide array of items of hand-

made glass, from tumblers, jelly jars, lamps and bottles.  Fifteen lines of tableware were produced 

using intricate press molded patterns, and carried lower prices.  Victor G. Wicke of New York City 

was hired to become the Secretary and Sales Manager.  He made a deal with the companyõs first 

wholesale company, F.W. Woolworth, and soon expanded to sell to other major wholesalers.  

 

In the next 5 years , beautiful colored glass was being produced and over the next 20 years the 

company expanded to include iridescent and art glass styles.  The Imperial Glass Corporation was a 

major employer for the Ohio Valley area until the late 1920õs.  Victor Wicke passed away two 

months after the Stock market crash in October 1929.  After facing bankruptcy, the companyõs new 

President, Earl Newton, worked to reorganize.  The workers agreed to concessions, giving back va-

cation time and earnings, to help keep the company open.  Earl Newton met with Quaker Oats 

Company and secured a contract for providing glass òpremium itemsó.  With success in that area, 

the company expanded to produce high -end glass.  As the depression came to an end, customers 

were looking for clear elegant glassware.  Newton saw possibilities in the French made 

òCannonballó line, which had heavy glass balls around its base.  He wanted to make glass with 

smaller and more delicate glass balls, which was produced under the name òCandlewickó  The 

name came from itõs similarity to the colonial era needlework called òcandlewickingó, where a se-

ries of French knots form a pattern, typically white embroidery on white fabric.  The Candlewick 

glass went into production in 1936 and continued through 1984, with over 200 different pieces being 

made.  

 The Cranbury Historical and Preservation Society wishes to thank Peter and Katie Turner for 

kindly loaning us their beautiful glass collection and to the National Imperial Glass Collectorsõ Soci-

ety for information on the history of the company.  

          Lynn Lakner,  

     Co -Curator  

CHPS Receives Award 

 
     The Society won first prize in the Kevin M. Hale Publica-

tions Awards Competition of the League of Historical Socie-

ties of New Jersey, for the poster , Cranbury Lantern Ghost 

Tour. The award will be accepted at the Leagueôs June 12 

meeting in Perth Amboy. The poster advertised the popular 

and successful Lantern Ghost Tour, chaired by Mia Lindberg 

and Michelle Newman-Dickey in June 2009. 

 

 

   Looking ahead...an exciting      

fundraiser is being planned for the 

fall! Please watch for details. 



Museum Docents Needed 

 

 Docents greet visitors and tell them about the 

Museum one Sunday a month, 1 to 4 PM. If you 

would like to learn about becoming a  docent at the 

Museum, please call Bonnie Wagman at  

609-662-0667; Audrey Smith at 609-655-5361; or 

visit the Museum any Sunday afternoon.  We would 

love to have you become a Museum docent! 

 

Museum Inspectors Needed  

 

 Museum inspectors check the Museum 

and grounds six days a week to make sure all 

is well.  They work by themselves or in teams 

of two and are scheduled a few times a year for 

a week at a time. If you would like to learn 

more about becoming a Museum inspector, 

please call George Smith at 609 -655-5361. 

 
Membership Update  

 

 Thanks to all members who have renewed their 

membership for 2010.  Please share this newsletter 

and membership information with friends and 

neighbors who are not members. If you have not re-

newed your membership, you will find a green dot on 

your newsletter label.  Please renew your membership 

for 2010 by using the renewal form in this newsletter.  

An Acquisitions Mystery  

 
 The History Center volunteers often find 

objects donated to our archives left at the door, 

sometimes anonymously. They have no information 

as to the background of the item that we can add to 

our acquisitions forms and records. Acquisitions 

release forms are signed and dated by the donor 

and witness with a copy for the donorõs personal 

records. 

 

 Recently, two 4óx3ó black and white glass 

slides dated August 1929 of the dearly departed 

2nd Presbyterian Church were discovered hiding 

among papers and photos. Donor unknown! Would 

any of our members know who left these with us 

and when? We would like to give credit to the     

donor(s). Please contact Ginny Swanagan or Roi 

Taylor at the History Center if you are the donor.  

 

 The 2nd Presbyterian Church was built in 

1837 and demolished in June 1936. A monument 

was dedicated May 13, 1941 on the site of the 

church on Westminster Place.  

 

 
 

FAMILY HEIRLOOMS  
NEXT  EXHIBIT  AT THE  MUSEUM 

 
 An exhibit of items from the families of area 

residents will open on July 18 and run through the 

end of October.  To be a part of this special exhibit, 

please e-mail a brief description of your item, includ-

ing the maker, approximate age and any interesting 

story that may apply, to Lynn Lakner at                

llakner@access4less.net or leave a phone message for 

Ruth Jost at 609-235-9078.  Please drop off items at 

the Museum on the following dates: Sundays, June 20 

and July 11, from 1 to 4 PM, or evenings June 24 and 

29, and July 8, 7 to 9 PM.  Items may also be dropped 

off at the History Center on Tuesday, June 22 and 29, 

10:30 AM to 1:30 PM.  We hope to hear from you 

and learn more about your family heirlooms!  



In Memoriam  
  
  
 
 
 
 

 On April 10th our Society lost Evelyn Dunn Norland, one of its valued Charter members.  Evelyn will 

be especially remembered as a very dedicated docent in our Museum, who also served the Society at one time 

as Docent Coordinator.  Her support and interest in our Societyôs activities are deeply appreciated. 

 

 

 Cranbury also recently lost two citizens whose lives were for many years a part of Cranburyôs life:  

Fred Nixon, 80 years old, died May 7 and Bertha Doggett, 94, died just two days after her friend.  Fred was 

born in Cranbury, the son of Franklin and Alberta Nixon, and had worked at the Cranbury Inn, the Hightstown 

Rug Mill and Diamond Brothers Upholstery. His oral history was reproduced in the Cranbury Press in 1997 as 

part of the ñCranbury Remembersò series that commemorated the townôs tercentennial. 

 

 Bertha Doggett, born in Marin County, North Carolina was a Cranbury resident for over 70 years. She 

was the housekeeper for the Applegate family for more than 50 years and a member of Cranbury Senior     

Citizens.  


