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Presidentôs Message 

 
Have you ever thought about why you are a member 

of the Cranbury Historical and Preservation Society? 

Here are my top ten reasons for being a member: 

 

1. CHPS has helped me become more aware of 

Cranburyôs unique history. 

2. I believe in preservation and am proud to be a 

member of an organization that supports it. 

3. Our Museum is a treasure and represents the ef-

forts of many. 

4. CHPS provides exciting opportunities for me to 

work on interesting projects and fundraisers. 

5. My dues help support the CHPS operating 

budget. 

6. Our History Center is an excellent resource for 

our community. 

7. Our newsletter is an informative record of what 

CHPS is doing.  

8. The general membership potluck supper meet-

ings are well planned and have interesting pro-

grams. 

9. I value those I have learned to know through be-

ing active in CHPS. 

10. My membership in CHPS provides me with a 

way to help continue the work that others have 

begun. 

 

     Have a safe and happy summer! 

Audrey Smith, President 

     Join the Society and the community for a celebra-

tion of our countryôs birthday!  On Sunday, July 5, 

the Mercer County Symphonic Band will perform at 

the Village Park gazebo. The music begins at 6:30 

PM, but stake your claim to a bit of grass early. Bring 

a picnic, bug spray and your patriotic spirit!  And 

look skyward at dusk for fireworks and a glorious end 

to the holiday!       

 

 Michelle Newman-Dickey & Mia Lindberg,  

        Vice Presidents & Program Chairmen 

 

Celebrate our Nationôs Independence 

At Village Park  

More from our Program Chairs... 

 
     Thank you so much to Ruth Jost, Lisa Beach, 

Norma Swale and Rob & Jenn Diamond for all their 

help with the Memorial Day float.  Thanks so much 

to Angie Cook and her daughter and friends for riding 

on the float and showering the parade-goers with 

candy!  

 

     The Cranbury Lantern Ghost Tour was a resound-

ing success.  Thank you to Bobbie and Frank Mar-

lowe for displaying our poster on their front porch, to 

Rob Diamond for putting the information on our 

website and to Jane Papszcyki for organizing a poster 

contest at school. The great publicity helped to sell all 
(Continued on page 2) 
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the tickets well before the tour, which took place on 

June 6. Our enthusiastic guides and presenters put their 

talents and knowledge of Cranbury history to work and 

made it a spectacular night ð full moon and all!  

Presenters were:  Andy Jost, Dave Cook, George 

Smith, Delano Hebert, Paul Venanzi and Don David-

son. Our Lantern Tour guides were: Ray and Max 

Dickey, Jane and Carl Hellstrom, Bridget and Katie 

Lindberg, Alyssa Pavley, Bev, Elizabeth and Katherine 

Gerberich, Angela Cao, Tim Brennan, Karen Fiorentini 

and Jay Taylor.  

(Continued from page 1) Eagle Projects Successfully Completed! 
By Ginny Swanagan 

 
     Cranbury Boy Scouts, George Stewart and 

David Keyser, members of troop 52, have  

completed their projects and we expect them to be 

awarded the rank of Eagle Scout shortly.  

 

     George filled in a 4ô x 6ô area near the kitchen 

door with brick and edged all the flowerbeds and 

the north side of the Museum with brick that he  

obtained from a donor. He also corrected the level 

of the gravel in the driveway and distributed the 

excess around the Camden & Amboy rails and the 

Museum building. We certainly looked neat and 

trim for the Hambletonian reception ð and will for 

many years to come.   

 

     Scout David Keyser and his crew worked in the 

basement of the Museum, recording all the known 

objects, locations, descriptions and acquisition 

numbers.  They entered all this information into the 

Past Perfect collections management program used 

by the Society. As a result one hundred sixty-six 

objects have been entered into the program.   

   

     Thank you, David and George! 

Recent Acquisitions & Gifts to the Society 
 

     Cranbury civil defense papers ð given by Betty 

Ziegler 

     Art glass ewer and set of three ceramic pudding 

molds ð given by Eileen Griggs McGillan 

     Spitoon, owned by John C. Perrine, Mary Per-

rineôs grandfather ð  given by Roi Taylor 

     Coffee mill, designed for wall mounting ð 

given by Andrew Boyajian 

     Windup alarm clocks from the 1920s and 30s ð 

given by Bill Meehan 

     Two wooden hats stands ð given by Bill 

Meehan 

     Photograph of William Walker, builder of the 

1896 Cranbury school house ð given by Audrey 

Smith 

     Metal toy washing machine and a collection of 

dollôs dishes ð given by Laura Danser 

     Pressed glass punch bowl, stand and cups ð 

given by Carol Pepe. 

Needed for January 2010, a member to do  

membership database input and report printing. Will 

train. Work from home. Please contact Bev Luck at 

L1677@aol.com or Audrey Smith at 

aud123abc@aol.com. 

 

 

Do you enjoy meeting people? Do you want to learn 

more about our Cranbury Museum and the townôs 

history?  If you answered yes to either of these  

questions, we are looking for you to join our 

 wonderful, dedicated group of people! Your  

obligation is only three hours per month, on a  

Sunday afternoon. Please contact Arlene Duran at 

 atduran@comcast.net or phone her at  

609-860-0164.   

 

 

 

Welcome to Betty Lou Ziegler who recently joined 

us as a docent. As some of you may know, Mrs. 

Ziegler has a long history with the Museum and the 

town.  As always, a  BIG thank you to Betty Lou 

and all our dedicated volunteer guides.  
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Barn Project  
 

The circa 1770 barn that was on the Updike property, is cur-

rently in storage with the New Jersey Barn Company. CHPS 

is working with Cranbury Township to get the barn out of 

storage and have it repaired and rebuilt on township property 

off Cranbury Neck Road, where two other barns now stand.  

More information will follow as the project moves along.  

Society Happenings & Updates 

2009 House Tour 

 

     The 2009 House Tour will be held on Saturday, 

October 17 and will feature 6 homes, our museum, 

exhibits at the library and Gourgaud Gallery, and a 

luncheon presented by the Friends of the Cranbury 

Public Library. The theme of the tour is Houses and 

Barns, including a barn that has been converted into 

a home. Plans are being made for a farmerôs market 

and some entertainment on tour day. Refreshments 

and sales items, including quilt raffle tickets will 

also be available.  For information on how to  

purchase tickets, please look on the CHPS website, 

cranburyhistory.org, purchase tickets, or call Audrey 

Smith at  609-655-5361 or Bobbie Marlowe at  

609-655-3493. 

 

Historic Marker for Cranberry Mills 
 

     Members of the CHPS and the Township  

Committee were invited to attend a Middlesex 

County  Board of Chosen Freeholders meeting on 

June 25, for the presentation of a photo enlargement 

of the historic marker for Cranberry Mills. The 

marker will be placed near the History Center, also 

known as the Gristmillerôs House. The Historic 

Marker Project is funded by the Board of Chosen 

Freeholders and administered by the Middlesex 

County Cultural and Heritage Commission.  

 

   All are invited to attend the dedication of the  

Cranberry Mills marker on Sunday, July 12 at 2 PM 

at the History Center.  Refreshments will be served.  

Following the dedication,  you are invited to visit the 

American Quilts: Our Cranbury Collection at the 

Cranbury Museum, open 1-4 PM. 

 

 

Kidsô Quilt Class 

 

     Children, ages 9 and older, are invited to join us 

in a fun class to learn the basics of quilting. Judy 

Kronmeyer, a 2009 trustee of the State Quilt Guild 

of NJ, will provide instruction at the Museum on 

Sunday, July 12 from 1 to 4 PM. Using two sewing 

machine work stations, Judy will provide a hands-on 

experience as the children learn how to piece and 

sew a quilt square and discover the process of  

completing a project on their own. This activity  

coincides with the exhibit American Quilts:  Our 

Cranbury Collection. See page eight for more  

information on this exhibit.  

 

Museum to get a new Roof 

 

     A new roof will be put on the Museum and  

carriage house this summer. A fundraiser to help 

support the project will be announced soon. Visit our 

website, cranburyhistory.org to see how you can 

 participate.  

 

Birthday Bash at the Museum for Hambletonian 

 

     As one of the final activities associated with the 

Museumôs exhibit of memorabilia from the famed 

horse and the race named after him, more than 70 

people turned out to celebrate the 160th birthday of 

Hambletonian. The prolific foundation sire of all 

modern-day standardbred horses was feted with a 

cake served by Ben Webster, winner of the 1984 

race with Historic Freight, and Mark Mullen,  

co-owner of 1987 Hambletonian champion Mack 

Lobell. Also on hand were Hambo Tony, the official 

mascot, Jimmy Tak-

ter, trainer of 1997 

champion Malabar 

Man, and Joe Magno 

and his standardbred 

Master, representing 

owner Bill Rysdyck.  
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CRANBURY WATER TOWER ð LOST PRESERVATION EFFORT 

By Mark Berkowsky 

Chairman, Historic Preservation 

 We will be losing our Water Tower.   The landmark that has identified the Village of Cranbury from the 

surrounding area will soon be gone. 

 The water tower that rises over the village was originally constructed of wood by the Cranbury Water 

Company in 1904. When it was replaced in the 1940s with a steel structure, it also became the identifying sign 

for ñHistoric Cranbury.ò  But it will be no more.  

 When the Cranbury Water Company was sold to Elizabethtown Water Company, there were fears that 

the tower had outlived its service to the community and would be removed.  Then, New Jersey American   

Water Company bought Elizabethtown Water, including the Cranbury tower and the 1/4 lot, fronting on      

Maplewood Avenue, on which it stands.  

 The Historical Society has been negotiating with New Jersey American for years, hoping that it would 

paint the tower and give it to Cranbury as an historical symbol of by-gone days. That will not happen. Not only 

will they not paint it, but because the structure is of little use to them ð it is too small to serve as a               

supplemental water storage facility ð they will demolish it and sell the property. 

 In a recent meeting with the company, the Society was informed that there have been leaks that cause 

the need for repairs to the structure in addition to repainting. The estimated cost is $200,000 to $300,000,    

excluding the cost of the land.  

 The Society has asked for a donation of the tower and the property, and had hopes of raising the funds 

needed for restoration. But when the estimates came in as higher than expected and the water company refused 

to make the donation, citing their ñfiduciary responsibilities to their ratepayers,ò the Board felt that the goal of 

preserving this historic landmark was simply unattainable. 

 The Society will receive photographic documentation of the 

tower and its components, and will be given significant parts of the 

tower and structure should the Society want them.  

 It is disappointing for the Historic Preservation Committee and 

the Board as a whole that we will lose this preservation effort, after 

winning so many in the past, but there are other worthwhile projects on 

the  forefront. 

This is an image of the 

original wooden water 

tower, from which 

many aerial views of 

the Village, such as the 

one seen at left, were 

taken in the early 20th 

century. 
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   2009 EXECUTIVE BOARD  

OFFICERS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  TRUSTEES 

  

   

 

 

 

  STANDING COMMITTEES (*indicates chairperson & member of Executive Board) 

Acquisitions                                       Docents Walt Wright History Center 

Ginny Swanagan* Arlene Duran* Kathy Wise Roi Taylor* 

Lisa Beach Lisa Beach Betty Lou Ziegler Barbara Hannon 

Karen Kelley Carol Betz  Betty Jane Petterson 

Jerry Pevahouse Don Davidson Finance Ginny Swanagan 

Roi Taylor Ken Eiker Andy Moutenot* Betty Wagner 

 Helene Hughes William Bunting, Jr.  

Associations/Public Relations Melanie Johnson David Cook Membership 

Betty Wagner* Lynn Lakner Eileen Hawes Fran Rak* 

Karen Kelley Carol Lindenfeld Jay Taylor Arlene Duran 

Ginny Swanagan Patti Long Betty Wagner Bev Luck 

 Fran Rak Barbara Wahlers  

Buildings & Grounds Susan Saravalli  Newsletter 

David Szabo* Norma Swale Gardens Lorraine Sedor* 

William Bunting, Jr. Ginny Swanagan Norma Swale*  

Jerry Pevahouse David Szabo  Publicity  

George Smith Paul Venanzi Historic Preservation Kathy Jani* 

Norma Swale Betty Wagner Mark Berkowsky*  

 Barbara Wahlers William Bunting, Jr. Website 

 Renee Welch Betty Wagner Rob Diamond* 

Class of 2007-2009 Class of 2008-2010 Class of 2009-2011 Honorary Trustees 

Lisa Beamer Arlene Duran Bill Beam Don Jo Swanagan 

Kathy Jani Karen Fiorentini Tim Brennan Betty Wagner 

Andy Moutenot Jane Papszycki Beth Keyser Ruth Walsh 

Chris Parker Diane Stasi Carol Lindenfeld  

Norma Swale Ginny Swanagan Jay Taylor  

President Audrey Smith 

Vice Presidents/Program Chairmen Mia LIndberg  

 Michelle Newman-Dickey 

Recording Secretary Michaele Kehrt 

Corresponding Secretary Jan Wagner 

Treasurer Barbara Wahlers 

Legal Counsel/Parliamentarian William Bunting, Jr.  

Museum Curators Jerry Pevahouse 

 Lisa Beach 

 Karen Kelley 

History Center Director  Roi Taylor 

Immediate Past President Patti Long 



6 

 

           Excerpts from the Andersonville Prison Diary of Alfred Voorhees 

Edited by Jerry Pevahouse 

At the beginning of the Civil War 22 year-old Alfred 

Voorhees lived in Cranbury, his younger brother Robert, 

19, was living and working in Hightstown. When NJ 

Governor Charles Olden called for volunteers during the 

spring of 1861 young men volunteered in such large 

numbers that NJ regiments were quickly filled. Many 

young men eager to volunteer enrolled in New York and 

Pennsylvania regiments. On August 5, 1861 Alfred and 

Robert enlisted as privates with the 1st New York Lin-

coln Cavalry. May 6, 1863 Robert was killed while on a 

scouting mission at Upperville, VA in the Shenandoah 

Valley. His body was returned and the following account 

was printed in the Hightstown Gazette. 

 

Please note: The news account and diary entries below 

have not been edited for grammar or spelling.   

 

Hightstown Gazette, May 14, 1863 
ñOn Wednesday afternoon of last week, Robert C Voor-

hees of this place belonging to Co C Lincoln Cavalry 

NY while on a scouting expedition in Western Virginia 

with 17 others of the same co. was instantly killed. Meet-

ing a large force of Rebels the expedition commenced to 

retire. When near their comrades, who were lying in am-

bush, young Voorhees turned to fire the last charge in his 

revolver at the pursing rebels and was shot through the 

heart. His comrades turned, drove back the rebels, and 

secured the body. It is remarkable that out of 700 shots 

this one alone took affect, killing the first and only mem-

ber of his Co. which has been in the field about two 

years. The body was brought to his place by his brother, 

belonging to the same Co, and funeral services held yes-

terday in the Baptist Church, of which deceased was a 

member. The relatives and friends together with a de-

tachment of Butler Guards of Cranberry, accompanied 

the corpse to Allentown for internment.ò 

 

One year later on May 14, 1864 Alfred was captured and 

taken to Andersonville Prison in Georgia. Alfred kept a 

diary until his death of disease on August 12, 1864. His 

diary was kept by a friend who returned it after the war 

to Alfredôs family. His sister Rebbecca transcribed the 

diary.  

 

May 1864 
13th Came from long bridge in the morning crossed the 

mountains, went to New Market, but got in a trap, 280 of 

us against 4000 or 5000 men. Took to the mountains. 

Stopped there all night. Slept on a Rock on the top of the 

mountain. Rained all night. We thought to make our es-

cape but no go. 

14th Came off the mountain and was captured, taken to 

New Market and there joined many of the boys, there is 

five of us now. Left New Market about 2 P.M for Staun-

ton. Raining this morning. my feet are so sore I can 

scarcely walk. 

25th Arrived at Andersonville today, the place of our 

destination. See quite a number of my Regt. here, a hard 

place it is too, the boys ruff, all kinds of Huts and Shan-

ties. Some have been here 8 Months. Feel a good deal 

better to day, a close place, 18,000 Men on 10 acres. 

29th More Prisoners arrived to day, the Prison is 

crowded full. Dont know what they will do with any 

more. How different from home and Sabbath comforts, 

all we can see is filth and dirt all combined makes it a 

hard lingering place. Some die, poor fellows from 30 to 

40 per day. Hope I will live through this and see home 

once more. feel very well to day with the exception of a 

slight cold. 

June 1864 
13th This has been one of the hardest days with us a cold 

north east storm. I am thankful for the shelter we have, 

oh, how hard it is to see so many men laying in the storm 

without the least thing to shelter them poor fellows, but 

we cant help them. One has all he can do to take care of 

himself here. Some must surely die if they dont get help 

Soon. 

14th Stormed to last night was a hard one on the boys. 

Was so cold and so many have no shelter. I hope to be 

exchanged but how Soon, God only knows. we hear all 

kinds of reports in this Bull Pen, but believe none of 

them. I feel very weak (cold I guess). George is very 

much under the weather to day, hope Soon he will be 

better, the weather is very hard for the Sick, 50 died last 

night, some days over 100 die, poor Fellows. 

23rd Hot and dry. Rebs played a fine game on us-no 

rations, and took from the wood squad workmen all they 

brought in for the boysðsome lost as high as $550. I 

lost $10. May the curse of God rest upon the Rebels & 

Murderers. Cant do nothing else, they must take what 

little food we can get outside the Bull Pen, dont feel well 

on this account. I say again may the curse of God follow 

them all their days. 

 

July 1864 

2nd Cool and fine in the shade but hot in the Sun. 

Johnny C. died to day, and Lynch is very Sick, tis my 

opinion We Shall spend our lives in this Bull Pen. Time 

Rolls on so Swiftly and I hope we may soon [be] out of 

this and in a Christian country where we can get some-

thing better than corn, feel boiling to dayðall Kinds of 

reports about the exchange. 
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2009 Membership Form  

 

In Memoriam  
 
 
 
 
 

During the past few months the Society has lost some special friends and dedicated supporters. 

 

Ellen Hull Neff Hoke 

Ellen was a Charter Member ð one of 175 who paid $2 to join the Society in 1967.  She was elected to serve 

as a trustee at the Societyôs first annual meeting, held at the Bencze home, on September 27, 1967. 

 

Betty (Elizanbeth Hough) Graydon 

Betty and her husband Gilbert, who predeceased her, were also Charter Members of the Society. Betty played 

an active role in the Society as Librarian from 1984 to 1994 and, until 1988, served in other capacities as well. 

During that time she researched and wrote an interesting and informative book on the Societyôs doll collection. 

 

Pat (Patricia A.) Gambino 

Pat and her late husband, Tom, were well known in the community and the Society for their interest and     

support. Pat served as a trustee from 1985 to 1990 and as Assistant Museum Curator in 1990. She continued to 

serve on various committees and took part in Society activities through the late 1990s.  

 

Sandra W. Brown 

Sandy and her late husband Tom were also well known in the community and the Society. In the 1970s Sandy 

served as Recording Secretary, a trustee and Parliamentarian, and continued to participate in various activities.  

Tom and Sandy were always cooperative and extremely helpful in our associations with the Cranbury Press, 

which Tom published from 1969 to 1979. We are grateful to Tom for his donation of his complete file of 

 Cranbury Press issues to the History Center.  

 


